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controversy, as Pilsudski's political opponents maintained that the
victory was due to Weygand and not to the Marshal; they said
that the coftception was Weygand's, the execution at most Pil-
sudski's. The Poles gladly recognized the value of Weygand's
advice, and particularly of his help in organizing the defence of
Warsaw; they also admitted that French officers and under-
officers assisted them, but the number of these Frenchmen was
small, their real significance being far more moral than material.
Weygand himself repelled the statement that the victory was his
in any way: in an interview which he gave to Paul Genty, the
correspondent of the Paris Information, printed in that journal on
August 21, 1920, he said, in reply to the remark that some Poles
proclaimed him the "saviour of Warsaw": "That is not the case,
and I beg you to fix French opinion on that important point. The
magnificent victory being celebrated in Warsaw is a Polish vic-
tory; the military operations were executed by Polish generals in
accordance with a Polish plan."
Marshal Franchet d'Esperey, sent by the French Government
to decorate Marshal Pilsudski with the M6daille Militaire, said
in Warsaw on November 20, 1927: "Poland freed herself (in
1920) thanks to her national energy and the military genius
(commandement genial) of Marshal Pilsudski." Millerand, in an
article entitled "Au secours de la Pologne," in the Reme de
France on August 15, 1932, quoted Weygand's statement made
to Genty, and added, "In according to the glorious Marshal
Pilsudski the whole honour for the victory, General Weygand
rendered homage to truth."
Camon began the Introduction to his Manoeuvre liberatrice
with the words "Marshal Pilsudski is incontestably the author of
the manoeuvre which saved Poland."
GREATNESS OF PILSUDSKl'S VICTORY
In the Information interview Weygand observed: "The magni-
ficent Polish victory will have results of great importance on the
international situation. It consolidates the Polish State." It did
that, but it did a great deal more; it saved not only Poland from
Bolshevization, but probably all Europe. In an article published